
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A few articles have come up in my social media scrolling recently –  
all pointing to the importance of active engagement. It is always exciting 
to see research supporting one of the RIE® Principles. In fact, several 
principles and ideas from the work of both Magda Gerber and 
     Maria Montessori come to mind in this reflection: 
           Prepare the environment to encourage engagement:  
              rather than toys with bells and whistles (literally), provide                          
                 open ended “passive” toys. Consider the hand operated  
                   train, rather than the electric one. 
                     Sometimes it seems like nothing is played with or  all you       
                     ever hear is “I want” or “I need XYZ” or “I’m SO bored.”  
                    It can be hard to say no to more or new things.  
                  Hopefully it is reassuring to know that simplicity, a sense  
             of order and boredom are good things… 
          And you might be surprised!  
    It is amazing what children do with simple materials, using them in 
ways we never imagined… (that’s part of the fun of observing!).  

At WHE, a strawberry stone becomes a phone, a wooden block 
becomes a camera or a video game controller. Babies are 
wrapped in floppy disks   
bathed in wooden bowls and carried in metal lunch boxes. 
Sticks, stones, acorns and leaves become  everything we’re 
missing… Even the pieces of a “closed-ended” material like a 
puzzle can be used as play figures.  
Why does it seem we never have enough? 
When we let go of our own expectations of how things should 
be used, discoveries are made – isn’t that what it’sall about?  

July & August Dates  
7/3      CLOSED   
7/10      Shiloh’s 4th Birthday 
8/10      Viv starts 
8/13      Sammy’s 3rd Birthday 
8/29 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Title – change colors 
Fact vs opinion 
Planting and prediction 
Stages of development erikson/Piaget? 
Development of impulse control? 
STEM – forgot to mention math is more predictive of academic success than 
language 
Gender identity development 
Ethnic ID development 
Play  - is it Preference or exclusion? 
 
OCEAN ANIMALS w save the whales song 
 

Summer/Fall Family Picnic! 
Saturday, August 29th  

10am-12 noon 
Ithaca Children’s Garden 

Bring a dish to share! 

 Tributes to children who 
are leaving in the fall 

 Newsletter changes 
 C 

I n s i d e  

 At first I was a little bothered by the food 
stones  
                                   not being used as food – but 
I had to stop myself.  
                                  Why did it matter? Should a 
child have to use a toy 
                                 in a particular way? Isn’t part 
of the idea behind  
                                   observing and supporting 
development through 
                                  preparation of the 
environment  getting to know  
                                each child? Supporting each 
child’s engagement  
                              means knowing about their 
skills and listening for  
                           what they think is important . 
What their unique skills  
                       and interest are.  

          Again, I have been reminded we do not 
really need to the point is, we don’t really need 
to.  
Was it a harmful use of the stones? No. Was it 
creative? Sure.  
Then I thought about the classic  image of a 
toddler mimicking phone use with a banana… 
What’s any different?, I pondered. I landed on 
realizing that children continue to imitate what 
they see around them – we expect them to, we 
look to see it and note it as an important part of 
development.  

Amongst a group of children, each child’s varied 
experiences find their way into their comments 
and play. A recent, new topic seems to be video 
games. How many of your kids actually play with 
video games?  

https://www.greenchildmagazine.com/simplify-for-happier-calmer-kids/
https://www.montessorischoolmiami.com/post/why-order-matters-in-early-childhoodcreating-calm-building-confidence
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/raising-resilient-children/202508/why-boredom-is-good-for-your-kid
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Buttoning! … Balancing 
an acrobat! Sewing a pillow! … 

January 2023 

June 2026 
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We even painted with  
feed corn from the farm! 

June2023 

June 2026 
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April 2024 

June 2026 



The Nook at Family Reading 
Partnership Has Moved! 
Grand Reopening  
Thursday, July 9th 5-7pm 

This fabulous community resource 
has just gotten better.  

In their new location there are 
expanded opportunities for inside 
play, crafts, reading and more! 
Leave with your own new book! 

Suite B07 @ Shops at Ithaca Mall 

Learn more about FRP & The Nook! 
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What Does It Mean to Be Ready for Kindergarten? 
Kindergarten readiness is always a hot topic. Fortunately, everything a 
person needs to know for Kindergarten, is gathered through play-based 
early care and education!  

SO - what does it mean to be ready for Kindergarten? 
What are the most important skills to learn before landing there? 

• Social-emotional skills  
are some of the most important skills for a new Kindergartener to 
come equipped with:  
- knowing how to ask for help 
- having confidence to enter into /engage in play with others 
- managing emotions and demonstrating self control 

• Executive Function Skills 
- ability to follow basic procedures and complete tasks 
- planning skills;  
  making decisions, managing tasks , emotions and transitions 
- problem solving and critical thinking, collaborating with others 

• Academic Skills 
- Academic skills are not first on the list…  
   it is helpful for children to recognize numbers, letters and shapes;  
   they should recognize/distinguish basic sounds 
   * being familiar with lower case letters is a big help  
      – AVOID ALL CAPS! They are easier to write, but harder to read 

• Physical Development 
- Fine motor skills; holding a pencil, cutting with scissors  art! 
- Participation in self care: blowing nose, toileting, dressing oneself 

Learning to recognize numbers… 

(We always start with “1”)  

Sammy seriated the tower and 

then began counting…  

The Finger Lakes Toy Library had 

a birthday cake for Shiloh! 

Ansel has figured out creating  

geometric shapes! 

https://www.familyreading.org/the-nook/

